06/24/2004 09:46 17037266024 



ROSSI 



PAGE 



Sn. 10/685,663 Attorney Docket No. SUYE;003 

IN THE CLAIMS 
The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A vehjcjg. body structure comprising: 

a $jde $ill which extends extending substantially irrth ealong a side of a vehicle in a 
longitudinal direction there o f a v e hi c l e besid e the veh i cle and fbtirr^ fomiiji^ a first closed cro$$ 
sectio n, which extends rearwardlv toward a rear wheel well ; 

a side member iiayji2g_at least a part there of which cxtciids e xtending substantially in the 
longitudinal direction of the vehicle ™^w^ve h i c le-i n t c r i or si de o flaterallv inwardly from the side 
sill, wh i ch fo rm s the side member and the side sill forming a second closed cross sectionjvhich 
extends adjacent to the first closed cross section, the side member comprising an upper member 
and a lower member, and a flange formed on each of the upper member and the lower member, 
the flanges being coupled at least partially to each other, each of the flanges iu ix>o relation with 
the side silL and which h fuuncd having a flang e extending on a laterally inward_sidejhereof 
substantially in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle Jt the interior-side end po rt i o n of the 
v e hicl e; and 

a floor panel having a side edge portion coupled only t o the flange formed on the upp er 
member. 

2. (Currently Amended) A body structure according to claim 1 , wherein at least a part of the 
flanges declines toward the front part of the vehicle. 

3-4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A body structure according to claim 31 ? wherein the side member forms 
a third closed cross section substantially continuous with thea vehicle-rear side of the second 
closed cross section, the third c losed cross section extending substantially toward the rear part of 
the vehicle along a rear wheel hottsewelL 
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6. {Currently Amended) A body structure according to claim 42, wherein the side member forms 
a third closed cross section substantially continuous with thca vehicle-rear side of the second 
closed cross section, the third closed cross section extending substantially toward the rear part of 
the vehicle along a rear wheel housc wclt 
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